
Projects:
Independent/Open Source

· RConfig (Featured on RubyInside) - The complete solution for Ruby Configuration Management. RConfig is a Ruby library that manages configuration within Ruby applications. It bridges the gap between yaml, xml, and key/value based properties files, by providing a centralized solution to handle application configuration from one location. It provides the simplicity of hash-based access, that Rubyists have come to know and love, supporting your configuration style of choice, while providing many new features, and an elegant API.

· ActiveControl – A Open Source (and vastly improved) version of CnuControl, which I developed for CashNetUSA.com (CNU).  Dynamic, bound form controls for Rails.  ActiveControl creates elegant, dynamic form controls that can be linked to an ActiveRecord attribute, an Object's field or method, or an element in a Hash. It supports multiple control types like text, checkbox, and datepicker, that can be dynamically generated based on the data type of the bound attribute.

· ActsAsEnum - Adds simple, yet dynamic enumeration API to ActiveRecord lookup tables.  Enumerations are a common and useful pattern in programming. It can intuitively create data-driven enumerations wit simple id/name pairs or you can have more complex data with it that cannot be described in a single column.
· MiniBlog – I recently started looking around for a good Rails-based blogging engine.  I wanted something that could easily integrate with my website that I’d built on Rails. There were quite a few good Rails blog engines to choose from (SImpleLog, Mephisto, etc.) But they all had one thing on common:  They are all Standalone Rails Apps!  So MiniBlog was born.  Currently under development for use with my site now, MiniBlog is a rails plugin that can be dropped into any existing rails app to give it instant blogging engine capabilities!  Watch for it soon!
Sears Holdings/ManageMyLife.com (Lead Developer)
· Sears Web Services - I designed and currently developing a new RESTful web services platform, and public APIs to allow Sears to propagate e-commerce functionality across web properties.

· XML Resource - This is actually an independent project I’d been developing, but decided to use it as a component within the Sears Web Services project, since Its functionality turned out to be very useful. It is a simple, yet dynamic xml-to-object mapper.  It can define and build ruby objects on the fly based on xml resources common used by web services.
Enova Financial/CashNetUSA.com (Lead Developer)
· Website Redesign - The primary website for my current employer, CashNetUSA.com (and our UK Site QuickQuid.co.uk) is definitely a testament to my RoR and web development experience.  Last summer I was given the assignment to completely redesign our website.  I was the lead developer on a team that consisted of a graphic artist early on, to do the images and photos, a web developer to assist with the front-end work, and a junior-level developer who was there part-time to learn more than anything.  The goals were to make it more professional, and user-friendly, to rebuild it to adhere to web standards, and to make it skinnable and brandable, and lastly remove any code or data-fetching from our views and make them modular, and DRY.  On the back-end we wanted to re-factor our bloated controllers, remove any business logic, and make them thin.  The idea was to make our controllers traffic cops, moving users through the site seamlessly, and facilitating authentication and authorization protocols for the site.  Our work cleaning up the views and controllers, and making the frontend brandable made it possible to redesign the UK site in less than half the time as the US site.

· CnuControl - Created an extensible, configurable custom control that could be linked to a model attribute.  It created different types of form controls based on the data type of the attribute.  It also provided hooks to JQuery to handle javascript and css manipulation.

· UK Bank Integration - I developed the bank integration system for our UK site, it involved RESTful, ruby-based services that allow us to credit and debit bank accounts in the UK.

· Lead Import Service - I created a web application, deployed on a separate that allowed lead providers to import customer data directly into our system.  Before that they went through a form on our primary site which bogged down our frontend nodes.

· Internal Portal Application - I redesigned our Portal App.  The internal web application used by our reps.  Additional features included allowing reps to register a customer online, selectively loading views based on a reps position, duties, and authorization level

· In-Memeory DB Caching System - Implemented caching system, that sat between the web apps and the database, to reduce load, and make CNU architecture more scalable.  Used memcached, which we already used for session management, along with ActiveRecord extensions designed to make caching system transparent.

· Loan Module Abstraction - Re-factored Loan and Approval logic.  Modularized it, and moved them to their own versioned gems.  Created Ruby Loan API’s for backed by RESTful web services, used across our platform sites. Note: Started and designed by me, completed after I left.
Orbitz Worldwide/Orbitz.com (Technical Lead)
· Release Management System – I designed and built a ruby-based release management system.  It was a command-line tool that facilitated building java jars, versioning code in source control, and deployment onto application servers.
· Release Management Frontend – Later on, we decided to give our release management system a frontend. It allowed developer’s to see dependency trees, get information about the latest stack, download different versions of published jars, and even run release scripts from on-line.  I developed and deployed this frontend in Ruby on Rails onto a Red Hat Linux Platform.
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